
I. Letter From the Secretary-General 
 
Highly Esteemed Delegates, 
 
First of all, I would like to thank all of you for your enthusiasm and interest in our conference. My 
name is Yaren Keçili and I would like to express my gratitude to be able to welcome you to the 
seventh annual session of Troy Model United Nations Conference 2024 as your Secretary-General. 
This year, as always, we feel great joy to present to you our hard work. Both the academic and 
operations teams have been working very hard to serve you to the best of their abilities and give 
you an unforgettable experience. 
 
This year the delegates of SOCHUM will be focusing on Freedom of Speech. Freedom of speech is 
a principle that supports the freedom of an individual or a community to articulate their opinions 
and ideas without fear of retaliation, censorship, or legal sanction. The United Nations have 
recognized the right to freedom of speech as a basic human right in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. Hence why it is in our agenda to make fruitful debate on this matter. As the 
Academic Team we are delighted to hear delegates take on this significant matter. I also want to 
thank Zeynep Kayaliçin who is going to serve as your Under-Secretary-General and the board of 
SOCHUM for their great effort. 
 
Once again I would like to welcome you all to both the conference and the committee. Buckle up 
and get ready because we have prepared an incredible ride for you. Let’s have three days full of 
fun, diplomacy, and memories not to be forgotten. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
Yaren Keçili 
Secretary-General of TroyMUN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Letters From the USG 
 

Greetings, I am the main chair of Social, Humanitarian & Cultural Committee 
(SOCHUM) in TROYMUN’24  conference, Zeynep Kayalaçin. I think with my 
experiences and your enthusiasm we can experience academic enriching and 
fun three days. 

     Me and my lovely co-chairs Ilgın, Demir and Duru have prepared the most 
easily understood and helpful study guide that we could create. At any time 
you can find us to ask conference related questions, we will be ready to help 
you. 

     If you have any prior questions about this guide or committee, you can email 
me and I will response as quickly as possible. 

Eat an apple, revise hard and prepare yourself for the conference. 

Welcome to the SOCHUM! 

 Zeynep Kayalaçin 

Under Secretary General 

zeynepkayalacin@gmail.com 
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What is SOCHUM? 

        The Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Comimittee (SOCHUM), also known 
as the Third Comittee of the United Nations General Assembly, focuses on a 
range of issuses related to social, humanitarian, and cultural matters. SOCHUM 
was founded in 1945 reaction to the establishment of the Universal Declaration 
on Human rights. SOCHUM basically deals with problems about refugees, 
human trafficking , protection of childrens rights, advencement of the women, 
protection of public resources and so forth .The comittee has the right to 
suggest recommendations concering issues of peace Council and other bodies 
and agencies.   

 

What is Freedom of Speech 

     This comittee has contain of many main topics. This committe agenda item 
is freedom of speech. Freedom of speech has been suppressed in every 
possible way for centruies. Women’s freedom of speech, freedom of speech of 
people with diffrent religions, freedom of speech of people with diffrent 
cultures. In many countries the freedom of thought of people who are diffrent 
in every sense of sociaty has been prevented from past to present. This 
problem is decreasing over the years, but it is not over enough so a solution 
must be found. That’s why this committe was established. 

     

 

 

Women’s Freedom of Speech 

For centuries, women have been seen as inferior to men in every sense. 
Freedom of speech comes first among these. The understanding of Democracy 
develops in countries over time. If we look at the data, there are many 
countries that have granted women freedom of speech in recent years, but 
countries such as Islamıc countries are still not open to this. Some conventions 
have been enacted around the world to protect womens freedom of speech; 

One of these is the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). This convention was adopted in 
1979. It is a convention to protect all rights of women within the scope of 



freedom of speech. To give another example, we can give the European 
Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), which was adopted in 1950 and received 
the approval of the members of the Council of Europe. This agreement is for 
freedom of expression. 

Countries have also carried out studies on this subject; 

İceland: The Gender Equality Law, which Iceland adopted in 2008, was also 
updated in 2020. This law defends the equal rights of men and women and 
aims to protect womens freedom of expression. 

Canada: Canada is the one of the most developed countries for women’s right 
in the World. These are some laws passed for women’s freedom of expressions. 
The Canadian Charter of Rights Freedoms, added to the Canadian Constituion 
in 1982, guarentees freedom of speech for everyone. 

Finland: Article 6 of the Finnish Constitution, which came into force in Finland 
in 2000, argues that women and men are equal in every way, and this protects 
womens freedom of expression. 

 

Protection of Journalists and Media Workers 

Freedom of expression of media workers around the world is prevented for 
various reasons. Basically, it means that the government or the state 
administrator opposes the order of the people living in the country and does 
not revolt. As the freedom of expression of media workers is restricted, 
civilians in the country cannot be informed about any developing situation in 
the country.  

Some countries have passed laws on this issue; 

France: France has a freedom of expression law. France passed this law in 
1881. This law protects freedom of the press and freedom of expression. 

USA: The USA Constitution was prepared in 1787 and published in 1789. It was 
issued to safeguard the fundamental rights and freedoms of citizens in the 
country. The first amendment made in this law is freedom of expression. This 
amendment guarantees the freedom of speech of media workers. At the same 
time, the law called Freedom of İnformation which was enacted in America in 
1966, is a law aimed at facilitating journalists access to information. 



Canada: Canada has supported media workers; access to information. The 
Access to Information Act passed in 1983 demonstrates media workers easy 
access to open information. 

Kenya: Article 34 of the Kenya constitution protects freedom of the press 

   Journalism, impacts peoples lives in many ways. It is key to promoting human 
rights and has fundamental function of holding the powerful accountable. The 
information that journalists provide us is a public good that needs public 
support. They play a vital role in informing the public, uncovering corruption, 
holding governments and providing diverse perspectives on issues. When they 
are well protected and in sure of their safety they can work more efficient and 
without fear of violence against to them. Ensuring journalists rights and their 
rights to share and speak about issues means upholding principles. By 
protecting journalists and media workers, we uphold these democratic values 
and promote a society where truth and accountability prevail. 

     According to the Internatıonal Civil Society Organization Article 19, 163 
journalists have been murdered in Mexico since 2000, and another 32 are 
missing. Mexico recorded an attack against journalists or media houses every 
13 hour. 

      Javier Valdez Cardenas who was an icon and a role model to his collegaues 
with his hard working life style. This valuable journalist was murdered by a drug 
cartel in Mexico on May 15, 2017 

    Some countries tries to prevent these deaths and protect their rights. 

The role of NGO’s: 

NGO’s such as Reporters Without Borders (RSF) and the Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ) monitör press freedom violations worldwide. They document 
attacks, threats and imprisonments of journalists, raising international 
awareness and pressuring governments to uphold freedom of press. 

    NGO’s also provide direct support to journalists in danger. Like assistance, 
safety trainings and many more. NGO’s play a privotal role in safeguarding 
journalists rights by providing direct support unlike the states. 

1. Mexico: Establishes specific crimes and protections for journalists, including 
mechanisms for their safety 



2. China: Limits journalistic freedom by restricting them and their actions on 
govermental activities 

3. Russia: Some laws regulate media activity which can restrict journalists 
actionn on some political issues. 

4. Germany: Guarentees press freedom and the independence of the media 
with the law called “Grundgesetz” 

5. United States: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

Cencorship and Freedom of Expressions 

Censorship is used in almost every country. However, the amount of usage is 
different in each country. Censorship is used in many places and for many 
reasons; for example, the internet, media, movies. Sometimes censorship 
occurs due to the use of inappropriate words, sometimes any sentence that 
negatively affects the administration in the country is censored. Censorship 
should be limited as much as necessary. If the amount of censorship is applied 
in unnecessary places, people are prevented from receiving both the freedom 
of expression and the information they are entitled to. 

In this case, some countries have taken precautions within certain 

limitations; 

USA: USA limits censorship moderately. Any offensive words, images or insults 
are subject to censorship. Apart from that, media is censored without 
restricting peoples freedom of expression. This case, known asthe Pentagon 
Papers case, took place in New York in 1971. As muchinformation as citizens 
needed to know about the Vietnam War at that time was made available 
without prior censorship. 

Sweden: The Freedom of the Press Act of 1949 in Sweden protects the freedom 
of the press and prevents pre-censorship. Supports peoples freedom of 
expressions without insults. 

Switzerland: Switzerland complies with freedom of expression in international 
agreements. It carries out censorship without limiting peoples freedom of 
expression. In order to protect children, it censors harmful content or offensive 
images and words. 

 



Educational and  Cultural Promotion of Freedom of Speech 

Freedom of expression is a big problem in society, cultural and educational 
programs should be organized for this purpose. This needs to be done both at 
home and abroad. Media independence and freedom of expression are 
supported in this program, which is managed internationally by UNESCO. This 
program also provides financial support to journalists. 

Countries such as USA, İtaly, Switzerland, Germany and France offer such 
programs in schools and public institutions and provide education to the public. 

 

Freedom of Press 

This right ensures that the media can operate independently and without 
undue interference, allowing for the dissemination of information and diverse 
viewpoints. Freedom of the press is essential for an informed public and acts as 
a check on government power. 

Freedom of Assembly 

    This right allows individuals to gather peacefully for demonstrations, 
protests, and public meetings. Freedom of speech and freedom of assembly 
often work together to enable collective expression and advocacy for social and 
political change. 

 

Freedom of Association 

    This right allows individuals to form and join groups, organizations, and 
political parties. It is essential for collective action and the pursuit of common 
interests, often amplifying the voices of individuals through organized efforts.  

 

Right to Information 

This right enables access to information held by public authorities. It 
complements freedom of speech by ensuring that citizens can obtain the 
information necessary to make informed decisions and participate 
meaningfully in public life. 

 



Right to Privacy 

This right protects individuals from unwarranted intrusion into their personal 
and private lives. While freedom of speech promotes open expression, the 
right to privacy ensures that individuals can choose when and how to share 
their thoughts and opinions. 

 

Public Order 

    Speech that disrupts public order, such as causing panic or riots, can be 
regulated to maintain peace and safety in society. 

 

Harrasment and Threats 

    Speech that constitutes harassment, stalking, or credible threats of violence 
against individuals can be limited to protect personal safety and dignity. 

 

Children’s Freedom of Speech 

‘’ When it comes to children rights, we should all become one team’’ Children 
have the right to have an opinion different from their parents or anyone else. 
States, communities and parents have the duty to listen to the children and to 
consider their opinions when the decisions concern them unless they have 
parents or a state that responsible for them. Some childrens don’t have anyone 
to help them make decisions or will help them make their voice heard to 
World. Especially the right and freedoms of orphaned children particularly 
concerning freedom of speech are critical issues that require attention at both 
national and international levels. Orphan children often faces with unique 
challenges and vulnerabilities that can affect their mental health, ability to 
excersie their rights including freedom of speech. Orphan children all over the 
World are deprived of education, healthcare, violence and girls are force to 
become women and get married at a young age. 

    UNICEF is working closely with children and families, they identify and 
manage risks that children may be exposed to at home and elsewhere, 
especially those related to violence, abuse, exploitation, neglect and poverty. 
Also social service workers of UNICEF promote children’s physical and 
psychological well-being by connecting them with critical social services (like 



health-care, education and social protection) and by challenging harmful norms 
that violate a chils rights and their rights to speak. UNICEF also underlines that 
they assist government witth policy, regulatory frameworks and human 
resources that strenghten the workforce 

     -There are an estimated 50 million children orphans on the continent of 
Africa 

     -An estimated 35 million children are without parental care in Africa, a 
report released by the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare 
of the Child, part of the African Union, has shown. 

      Here are some states trying to prevent child marriage and what they do: 

1. In countries as diverse as Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Serbia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey, we 
have taken different steps to prevent child marriage, including support for 
hotlines and referrals to services that offer direct support to girls. 

2. India: The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006) prohibits child 
marriages and mandates punitive measures against violators. Initiatives like the 
Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao campaign promote girls education and 
empowerment. 

3. United States: Regulations vary by state, with some states raising the 
minimum marriage age to 18 without exceptions. For example, Delaware and 
New Jersey have set the minimum age at 18 with no exceptions. 

 

Rights of Indigenous People 

There are more than 5.000 different Indigenous ethnics around the World 
comprising 476 million people. Even though they live far away from each other 
with different cultures, they are facing with similar problems. The high 
prevelance of serious problems is also rooted in historical and ongoing 
colonization, which if not regarded as serious problem, contributes to other 
serious problems. Previous literature has shown that Indigenous people were 
more likely to report experiencing one or more serious probleblems in the 3 
years preceding the survey compared tp the non-Indigenous population. 

   They are also restricted acces to education, healthcare. Above and beyond all 
other considerations, they are not safe. They used to be the ones who ruled 



everything but now they are discriminated and excluded from social life. That’s 
why they are that far away from speaking and defending from their own rights. 
Indigenous human right defenders are intimidated, attacked and usually killed 
with the support of the states. 

 The UN Declaration on the rights of indigeneous peoples is a comprehensive 
international human rights document on the rights of indigeneous peoples. It 
covers a broad range of rights and freedoms including the right to self-
determination, culture and identity and rights to education, economic 
development, religious customs, health and language. 

Indigenous women are most likely to die when giving a birth because of the 
mistreatment: 

   In Panama and Russia, Indigenous women are about six times more likely to 
die in childbirth, 

 Indigenous women aged 25 to 44 are five times more likely than other 
Canadian women of the same age to die as a result of violence[10] Indigenous 
women in Canada today are three times more likely than non-Indigenous 
women to be violently or sexually assaulted 

   Often, Indigenous people reported experiencing discrimination based on their 
ethnicity or culture (15%), or their race or skin colour (14%). These proportions 
were notably higher than among the non-Indigenous, non-visible minority 
population (2% and 3%, respectively) 

1. Brazil: Guarentees rights such as land ownership, cultural practices and social 
organizations, 

2. Bolivia: Recognizes their rights and promotes their political representation 
and cultural autonomy, 

3. United States: With the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance 
Act, allows Native American tribes to manage their own affairs and services, 
promoting self-governance 

4. Norway: The Sami Parliament in Norway represents the Sami people and 
responsible to defend their culture, language and rights. 

5. New Zealand: The Treaty od Waitangi which signed in 1840, forms the basis 
of relationships between the government and Māori tribes, ensuring land rights 
and cultural protections. 



Anonimity on the Internet 

Anonimity and identity shielding allow a user to hide or disguise their 
identifying information online. While this protects their privacy, it can make it 
difficult to hold them responsible for what they say or do online. Despite its 
positive uses, anonimity can also spur on harmful behaviours and generate new 
forms of harm, particularly against at risk individuals and communities. With 
the existence of the internet it became inevitable for social media to enter 
peoples lives and the rise of social media has brought new importance to the 
protection of freedom of speech. People can manage to remain anonymous 
while they expressing and sharing their ideas which it is not a bad thing 
especially in places criticizing the government could endanger you. But social 
media allows people to use anonymity to bully, harass or intimidate. The 
debate around online harrasment has long been shaped by the tension 
between allowing people to speak freely on a wide range of topics while also 
maintaining a basic level of safety online. Harrasment on the internet should be 
prevented without restricting freedom of expresion. 

 

Some countries have implemented various measures like; 

1. United States: Laws called “Communications Decency Act” which includes 
provisions for protecting against harrasment on the internet. 

2. United Kingdom: Laws such as Malicious Communications Act and Protection 
from Harassment Act make it illegal yo harrasing communications online 

3. Japan: Educational programs in schools to teach students about the risks of 
online harassment and how to protect themselves are given in Japan 

4. France: The NGO’s that work with the government provide counseling and 
legal assitance 

5. South Korea: They have established a Cyber Terror Response Center to 
handle online threats and harassment. 
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